
Gretsch G2655T

The new Gretsch G2655T Streamliner Centre Block Jr is an electric guitar I have owned for
two months now. My interest in this guitar was first peaked by its classic vintage aesthetic.
I believe this to be one of the most beautifully designed guitars of its price point. There are 
also design related features to do with the performance, function and ergonomics of this 
guitar which I believe to be the most important features. This guitar is an exciting new venture 
for the company Gretsch as this is the first time they have ever made a guitar at this price 
point point for a low budget guitar market. 

At first glance this guitar would remind most people of the 1950’s/60’s due to its 
resemblance to many of the guitars made by Gibson around that era. The rich and smooth 
wine red coloured finish across the whole body really reflects this classic look further and 
the slight hint of purple in the colour helps make the guitar look like it costs more than it 
actually does. On this model Gretsch have decided to use modern style volume and tone 
knobs out of a transparent plastic. Although this slightly compromises the instruments 
cclassic and vintage design it does make the dials easier and more comfortable to use as the 
vintage style knobs are renowned for being difficult to grip, especially when an artist is 
playing live. These plastic modern style components provide more grip and rotate in a circle 
much quicker than that of older style knobs giving the user a more comfortable experience. 
The chrome used for the tremolo arm, tuning pegs and pickup covers help these 
components stand out. This is useful for that of the tremolo and tuning pegs because if they 
were to be black or even the same colour as the guitar they may get lost in the basic shape 
oof the instrument and be harder to locate in the corner of your eye when playing live or 
indeed playing at all.

The single white binding around the edge of the body of the guitar helps define the actual 
shape of the body whilst also giving the guitar a very high quality finish around the edges 
preventing any stray bits of wood where the side joins the top/bottom of the body which can 
be common in low range mass produced guitars.

Overall the quality of the manufacturing is to a 
higher standard than I would have expected 
from a low cost guitar like this one. There is no 
foxing around the edges due to the prime quality 
of the binding and the neck-to-body joint. The 
fretboard is smooth and easy to slide your hand 
up and down without stup and down without struggle or any risk of 
splintering from the rosewood. The block style 
mother of pearl inlays on the fretboard also 
contribute to this smooth and nimble feel due to 
the slippery feel of the material. There are no 
stray marks from the paint on the body onto the 
white binding which again is something that I 
hhave experienced with guitars at similar price 
points. 

The actual framework for the guitar itself, (the body, the neck 
and the fretboard) are each made of different types of 
hardwood. The body is made out of pieces of laminated maple 
with a block of mahogany inside the centre of the body whilst 
the neck is made out of solid mahogany and the fretboard out 
of rosewood. The use of laminated maple for the body allows 
the pthe product to be strong and durable whilst being very light at 
the same time. The weight of the guitar is very important 
because if it were too heavy then it would be a nightmare to play
standing up as the guitar would be suspended from the player’s 
shoulders from short to long periods of time. However, if the 
guitar is too light it becomes very uncomfortable to play as it will 
move around in every direction if it is even nudged by air. I 
belibelieve mahogany is a very suitable material for the neck of the 
guitar due to its strength, durability and natural aesthetic. The 
strength of the neck is a very important feature as it is one of the 
easiest and most common parts on a guitar to break. Another 
reason the neck needs to be strong is to prevent something 
called bowing in the neck. This is where the tightness of the 
strings eventually manages to bend the neck forwards causing 
the strings to lift up fthe strings to lift up from the fretboard. This makes the guitar 
much more difficult to play as there is more space between the 
frets and the strings for the user’s fingers to press down on. As I 
mentioned previously, the rosewood fretboard allows the player 
to slide chords up and down the fretboard very easily without the 
strings catching on the wood. This makes the guitar a lot more 
user friendly and satisfying to play. These materials do not only 
eeffect durability but also the sound of the guitar. The maple, 
mahogany and rosewood used in this guitar gives the instrument 
a very warm and heavy sound, perfect for music like rock and 
blues. 

The body features double cutaways which allow the player to access lower frets much more easily in 
order to get those high notes in a lot of rock, blues and metal guitar solos. One downside to this is 
that it means instead of putting the strap locks at the bottom and the top corner of the body, (the 
strap locks are the metal parts that are designed for the guitar strap to attach to) they are now 
placed on the bottom of the guitar and on the back of the guitar where the neck meets the body.  
Although this means one of the strap locks is out of sight therefore making the guitar look a bit more 
symmetrical, it means when symmetrical, it means when you are standing up with the guitar strapped around your shoulder it 
has the tendency to rotate around that rear strap lock causing it to be a bit less stable in the player’s 
hands. This is not an issue for most people however I am used to playing guitar sitting down where 
you have complete control of the instrument whereas when I use it standing up now I feel a bit 
uncomfortable. 

There are not many things I would choose to improve on this guitar as I do love it for what it is. 
However, I do believe there are certain things that could be changed to suit players like me a little 
better. If the body of the guitar featured only one cutaway then that would mean the strap lock 
could go onto the side corner making it a bit more comfortable for players who are used to using 
their guitar sitting down. I would have a protective matte finish over the neck of the guitar to 
replace the shiny, sticky, glossy finish which causes the guitarist’s palms to stick to the neck 
when when warm or sweaty. This new finish would make the guitar much more comfortable and easy 
to use. To be completely honest I do struggle to find flaws in the overall aesthetics of the product 
as I believe the company have got it spot on. One thing I would like to see is a version of this 
guitar with an all natural finish, no paint on the wood at all. I believe this would bring out the 
natural aesthetic of the materials making it look even more vintage.

So the Gretsch G2655T Streamliner guitar is a guitar with many brilliant features as well as a few 
slight downfalls. Personally I do believe that in the case of this guitar the pros do outweigh the 
cons and this guitar is well worth the £412 price tag, especially when there are guitars to the 
exact same standard of this guitar, that cost £200 more.

Lewis Urquhart


